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Abstract
Tanboura of Kuwait

Waleed H. Alsaif

Tanboura (also spelled Tambouray is one of the Kuwaiti
traditional performing arts with rituals and entertaining
elements. It is connected with the “ZAAR” which was
believed that it will get rid of the evil spirits from hu-
man bodies. It has its own special traditions and rituals.
It combines music, singing, and dance by male and fe-
males —solo and group with the band which consists of
the drummers, Almanjour shaker, and the sanjek who is
the principal singer and player of the Tanboura string in-
strument. The attendances can participate with the band
by singing, hand clapping, and women’s zgroadhs or
.ululations

Tanboura was very common and widespread in
Kuwait city prior to 1960, as believes and ideologies of
some Kuwnaiti social groups (the majority were blacks).
However, since the beginning of the 1960s decade,
a new remarkable change took place in the dominants
ideologies and in the life of Kuwaiti arts in particular. The
Tanboura art was accepted by wider groups of the society
as a heritage performing art. Moreover, its thythms and
dance became part of the “Modern Kuwaiti Song”
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PREFACE

This Journal endeavors to invest in the intangible cultural heritage of Jordan with all its multiplicity as
an effort to anchor the principles of cultural diversity, which help foster a spirit of peace and dialogue
across cultures since it is regarded as an inalienable human right on par with many others. Therefore, the
Journal assigns an estimable portion of its articles to analyze the role played by the NGOs concerned with
the conversation of intangible cultural heritage. These NGOs can indeed contribute proactively in making
suggestions, launching initiatives, and developing efficient practices aimed for the safeguarding and revival
of intangible cultural heritage. Their activities and programs are integral to the struggle of local communities
to safeguard their distinct cultural identities. For this purpose, and in the forthcoming issues, this Journal
will assign a portion of itself for the discussion of the benefits of the UNESCO’s 2003 Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, which, for instance, offers international cooperation and
assistance to national projects and programs as well as many other benefits.

Forthisissue, the Journal has chosen to deal with the topic of folksong, a topic, on top of being closely related
to music and ritual, is essential to the understanding of symbolic structures, history, and accumulated life-
experiences of a given community. Music and song traditions, and their associations with religion in some
cultures, are in fact an expression of economic and political relations, and represent an important side of
the intellectual life of communities. Preforming arts are intrinsically connected to song and music since
they are the symbolic expression of culturally shared values, aesthetic sensibilities, and creativity, and play
a vital role in the social and ritualistic life of a community. It is for this reason they are often preformed in
social events and ceremonies held on specific dates in the year. Therefore, and in light of these insights,
many academic articles dealing with tradition of song and other practices related to it, in Jordan as well
as in the Arab World were published in this current issue. This tradition in Jordan as well as in many other
countries can hardly be separated from its manifestations in other cultures prevalent in the region. The
lion’s share of articles in this issue went to traditional song in Jordan. The first of these articles discusses
the ballads of the Great Arab Revolt, following it discussions on the Jordanian folk song, a category that
includes Druzean and Circassian folk song, with a discussion of its pioneers and patterns such as wedding
and harvest songs.

This issue, as we have pointed out before, goes beyond the local topics and attempts to explore the
relation between patterns of song traditions in some Arab countries— traditions such as Sahbah songs
and Andalusian Muwassahat in Mecca and in, al-Tanburah in Kuwait, and al-Damah in Port Said and Nubia
in Egypt. This issue has also enclosed some dissertations expounding on maternal songs in Tunisia, Kurdish
literature, and Christian marriage traditions in Jordan and the oral traditions and practices associated with
them. It has also enclosed a review of the achievements of Al-Hannouneh Society for Popular Culture as an
example for the ideal practices for the safequarding of intangible heritage, in addition to some opinions
on the role of the Jordanian artist Tawfiq al-Nimri in preserving Jordanian cultural heritage. Enclosed in
this issue as well, a discussion on the connotations that the traditional cloak bears, and an interview with
Mr. Ghazi Mayyas, as a pioneer and a practitioner in the field of Jordanian traditional music. This issue will
also feature a poem through which its author grapples with the themes of Jordanian generosity. In another
literary text featured in this issue, an author delves into the traditional Arabic music only to raise his gaze
towards a bright future. Finally, the issue will offer a list of the most recent publications in this field.

Editor-in-Chief

Hani Hayajneh
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